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and then broke out on the magnanimity of Mr. Cumberland,
who had condescended to transcribe his whole play, and
begun to alter it. As that magnanimous doctor is so rank
a Tory I was still more surprised.

The poor man told me he had brought his family over, at
an expense he could ill afford, to get some of his plays acted,
for he has also written four comedies. Methinks my Lord
of Bristol-Berry had better have given him some preferment,
than let him write himself into a jail, as he probably will.
I offered to look over one of his comedies; the next morning
he brought me the first scene of one, but it is so metaphorical,
so ungrammatical, and he has such a brogue that I did not
guess at the meaning of one sentence. I was forced to take
the book out of his hand and read it myself, when I found
a profusion of wit and ideas, similes and metaphors so
strangely coupled together in the most heterogeneous bands,
that every sentence would require a commentary, and deserves
one, though you may judge thence how unfit for the stage.
He has no notion of simplicity, character, or nature; nor
I believe of comedy itself, for he owned that he had never
looked into Congreve or Yanbrugh; but the strange part of
all is that in the whole scene there is scarce a verb! all
consists of metaphors in apposition and allusions in hints*
He laughed when I showed him that there was nothing but
substantives and adjectives. Besides these works, he has
a poem written long ago in blank verse, on the battle of
Fontenoy, in nine cantos. In this he has not discarded one
of the eight parts of speech; there are sublime passages, but
little invention or novelty, at least in the specimen that
I have seen; and the images are too fierce. This he is
going to publish by subscription for present subsistence,
and I shall toil to raise some money for him. He formerly
printed a translation of the first book of Milton into Greek,
and the University of Dublin supervised it for him. Heecure     Pox took Eden severely to task for
